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s universally recognized, Ab e y o n d  i n c o m e 
measurements, lack of access 

to educa�on, nutri�ous food, health 
care,  employment,  water  and 
housing are all indicators of crushing 
poverty. Though Africa's impressive 
economic performance over the past 
decade has rekindled hopes for the 
con�nent 's  future ,  in  Niger ia 
however,  despi te  the  re la�ve 
impressive economic growth over the 
last 10 years, unemployment and the 
incidence of poverty has worsened 
since 2004. The figures recently 
released by the Na�onal Bureau of 
Sta�s�cs suggest that the incidence 
of poverty in Nigeria worsened 
between 2004 and 2010.

The report indicates that the number 

of Nigerians living below 
poverty line of $1 a day, 
rose  f rom 68.7m to 
112.5m (63.7% rise in 
p o v e r t y  i n c i d e n c e ) 
during the period while 
the popula�on rose from 
1 3 9 . 2 m  t o  1 5 8 . 6 m 
( 1 3 . 9 %  r i s e  i n 
popula�on) over the 
same period. However, 
during the same period, 
Nigeria's economy grew 
strongly at an average 
annual growth rate in 
excess of 6.6%, making 
the country the 5th 
fastest growing economy 
in the World in 2010 at 
7.87% real growth rate. 
The above represents the paradox of 
growth in the face of poverty and 
inequality. 

The challenge for Nigeria and by 
extension, Africa, is to ensure that this 
paper growth translates into effec�ve 
poverty reduc�on, job crea�on 
wealth making and narrowing 
inequali�es. Today for instance, 
A f r i c a n  y o u t h s  r e p r e s e n t  a 
dispropor�onate 60 percent of the 
con�nent's unemployed, and of these 
40 million youths, 22 million, many of 
them women, have given up on 

finding a job. In 
countries such as 
Cameroon, Cape 
V e r d e ,  G h a n a , 
R w a n d a  a n d 
Zambia, poverty is 
at least three �mes 
higher in rural areas 
than in urban areas. 

There is no doubt 
that the perennial 
chaos and human 
rights abuses of the 
gravest kinds which 
plagued the world 
i n  t h e  l a s t  fi v e 
decades have le� 
indelible marks on 
humanity. In the 
African region, in 

addi�on to the debilita�ng effect of 
internecine wars and human rights 
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abuses, the people of Africa con�nue 
to suffer incalculable harm from the 
prolonged effects of hunger, poverty 
and disease. The AIDS/HIV pandemic 
and other communicable diseases 
have ravaged the con�nent while the 
nurturing of ethnicism has snowballed 
into  genocide and large sca le 
atroci�es.  

African governments, leaders and 
concerned stakeholders con�nue 
their search for an environment 
conducive for freedom, equality, 
jus�ce and dignity of the people of 
Africa. 

Inspired by the great achievements 
and legacy of the iconic Mandela on 
the African con�nent, SOF was 
established to impact the lives of the 
underprivileged and underserved, as 

well contribute immensely to the 
e ff o r t s  m a d e  b y  c o n c e r n e d 
stakeholders over the years. 

As we stand at the threshold of a new 
century, it is not only �mely but also 
expedient to conscien�ously begin to 
find las�ng solu�ons and establish 
inclusive development ini�a�ves that 
will  advance humanity. SOF, in 
collabora�on with other stakeholders 
wi l l  provide a  wor ld  of  equal 
opportuni�es for families, women, 
and youth through our development 
programs on educa�on, food security, 
health, poverty reduc�on, women 
and youth empowerment. 

It is my fervent hope that with your 
coopera�on and support, SOF will 
a�ain its set objec�ves to improve 
and impact the lives of Africans and 
Africa at large. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
SIDI OSHO FOUNDATION (SOF)

“
SOF, in collabora�on 

with other stakeholders 
will provide a world of 
equal opportuni�es for 
families, women, and 

youth through our 
development programs 

on educa�on, food 
security, health, 

poverty reduc�on, 
women and youth 

empowerment. 
“

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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he Sidi Osho Founda�on T(SOF) organized an educa�on 
summit on Tuesday 14th 

April 2014 at The Polytechnic 
Ibadan as requested by students 
and communicated to us by the 
E x e c u � v e s  o f  t h e  N a � o n a l 
Associa�on of Polytechnic Students 
( N A P S )  a n d  t h e  N a � o n a l 
Associa�on of Nigerian Students 
(NANS) to address the value of the 

cer�ficates they receive under the 
Nigerian Educa�onal system and the 
discrimina�on they experience when 
searching for employment and other 
relevant issues with respect to 
Educa�on in Nigeria.

The day started off with an opening 
prayer said by a student and a 
welcome address and an overview of 
SOF by the President of SOF, Professor 

REPORT OF THE EDUCATION SUMMIT 
HELD AT THE POLYTECHNIC IBADAN 

TH
14  APRIL 2015



www.sidioshofounda�on.org

NEWS LETTER SERIES ONE

Sidi Osho, Pioneer and Past Vice 
Chancellor of Afe Babalola University 
Ado Eki�.

In her welcome address, Professor Sidi 
Osho spoke on how Educa�on forms 
the major backbone of our society. It 
trains an individual, develops his 
reasoning power and decision making 
power. A well educated person does 
not depend on anybody else for 
anyth ing .  He  or  she  deve lops 
confidence, knowledge and poten�al 
to acquire what he wants. She went on 
to say that this Educa�on Summit was 
organized by Sidi Osho Founda�on 
(SOF) with the hope of delibera�ng on 

per�nent issues and providing 
solu�ons to key challenges in the 
educa�on Sector in Nigeria.  Prof Sidi 
Osho emphasized on how the Summit 
will focus on the type and relevance of 
degrees that Polytechnics, Mono-
technics and Colleges of Educa�on 
and Colleges of Technology and other 
allied ins�tu�ons, offered to over 31 
million students in Nigeria receive. 
The Summit wil l  also avail  the 
students on several opportuni�es 
both locally and interna�onally, that 
will enhance their cer�fica�on and 
i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r 

employability opportuni�es.

Professor Sidi Osho's presenta�on 
was on “The Nigerian Educa�onal 
System and the Role of the SOF” in 
this presenta�on, she addressed The 
Na�onal Policy on Educa�on in 
Nigeria and its current 6-3-3-4 system 
which consists of primary, secondary 
and ter�ary educa�on. In this 
presenta�on, she men�oned that 
since the oil crisis in the eigh�es, 
g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e n d i t u r e  o n 
educa�on, which is below 10% of its 
overall expenditures, does not help 
the current struggle to 
i m p r o v e  t h e 
educa�onal system in 
N i ge r i a .  S h e  a l s o 
added that there are 
about 522 ter�ary 
State and Federal and 
Private ins�tu�ons in 
N i g e r i a  i n c l u d i n g 
voca�onal enterprise 
ins�tu�ons and over 
25 Parastatals in the 
Federal Ministry of 
E d u c a � o n .  H e r 
presenta�on focused 
on other  scholars 
iden�fied challenges 
affec�ng the quality of 
educa�on in Nigeria, 
some of which include 

poor funding, strike ac�ons and 
demonstra�ons by both students and 
university staff, indiscipline among 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y 
community, cul�sm, inefficiency of 

some of the educa�on 
p a r a s t a t a l s  a n d 
Ins�tu�ons and brain 
drain to men�on a few.  

Finally, she concluded 
that the objec�ves of 
t h e  S O F  Ed u c a � o n 
Summit was to examine 
t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t o 
d r i v i n g  c h a n g e  i n 
e d u c a � o n a l 
ins�tu�ons; expose 
innova�ve approaches 
to improving learning 
o u t c o m e s  i n  o u r 
e d u c a � o n  s y s t e m , 
establish a powerful 
network and data base 

“
The Summit will 

also avail the 
students on 

several 
opportuni�es 

both locally and 
interna�onally, 

that will enhance 
their cer�fica�on 
and improve the 
quality of their 
employability
opportuni�es

“
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of experts in the educa�onal sector 
and highlight innova�ons and best 
prac�ces in educa�onal systems and 
del iberate and share common 
experiences and challenges in the 
implementa�on of educa�on policies 
and reforms. 

The keynote speaker DR. OLATUNDE 
ADEKOLA Senior Educa�on Specialist 
in the Africa Regional Department of 
the World Bank Based in the Nigeria 
C o u n t r y  O ffi c e  ,  a  F e d e r a l 
Government Merit Award Scholar 
1981, Honorary Fellow Science 
Teachers Associa�on and a Member 
o f  t h e  P re s i d e n� a l  Te c h n i ca l 
Commi�ee on Educa�on for Vision 
20-2020 spoke on Technical and 
Voca�onal Educa�on. He pointed out 
t h at  “ Po l y te c h n i c ,  te c h n i ca l / 
voca�onal educa�on and skills 
development are fundamental to 
t r a n s f o r m a � o n  a n d  c r i � c a l 
determinants of a country's economic 
growth and standard of living as 
learning outcomes are transformed 
into goods and services, greater 
ins�tu�onal  capac i ty,  a  more 
effec�ve public sector, a stronger civil 
society and a be�er investment 
climate.”

DR. TOLU ADEMUJIMI a Medical 
Doctor and the Chief Medical Director 
of Hope Healthcare Services Ltd, who 
also runs Recruitment Fairs and is a 
member of Center for Leadership, 

s p o ke  o n  Pe rs o n a l  B ra n d i n g , 
Leadership and Character: A vital poly-
co s m i c  b l e n d  fo r  p o l y te c h n i c 
students. He concentrated on the fact 
that  polytechnic  students and 

graduates need to be armed with 
mul�ple skills of vast dimensions to 
rule the society. Chief among these 
a re  i m m e n s e  p ro p o r � o n s  o f 
personal branding, leadership and 
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character in a unique mix. He asked 
the students ques�ons like “Can you 
write a proper CV; Can you write a 
business proposal and a formal 
le�er?” etc. He emphasized that 
these skills set you apart when 
employers look for staff.

DR.  FOLA ROGERS-SALIU ,  the 
Secretary General to the Hon. Consul, 
Republic of Djibou� in Nigeria and an 
expert in Capacity Building for 
Educa�on, health and Social Care 
projects spoke on Women- Embracing 
the leader within-(Balancing career 
and Family). In her presenta�on she 
addressed that women naturally 
possessed produc�vity skills, are 
always opportunity driven, push 
boundaries, learn from adversi�es, 
are passionate explorers of excellence 
and always strive to make things 
be�er. She encouraged women at the 
summit to focus on these strengths in 

their day to day lives and academics.

MR. LANRE KUPONIYI a Marke�ng 
Communica�ons expert and the Chief 
Execu�ve Officer / Managing Director 
of Brandhouse Communica�ons 
Limited spoke on Self-Branding and 
Entrepreneurship-(A Successful Case 

Study) where he let the students 
know that he was a success story of 
the Polytechnic Ins�tu�on. He 
addressed personal branding- “what 
people say about you when you leave 
the room.” Emphasizing on the fact 
that your character or personal brand 
says a lot about the type of person you 

will become and paves the way for you 
when seeking for opportuni�es.

MRS. FUNKE JEGEDE, Chief Execu�ve 
Officer of Ferns and Roses, an astute 
Administrator with emphasis on 
Informa�on Management who worked 
in United Na�ons Interna�onal 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda spoke on 



Exploring your skills and Talent called 
on her listeners to open their minds to 
all paths. Only then could they find 
what some of their talents are. She 
also asked them to con�nuously 
acquire skills and get cer�fied in these 
areas as it could open doors of 
opportunity for them.

MRS CHRISTIE ODESOLA,  Chief 
Opera�ng Officer and Founder of 
Angels Monograms with over 15 years 
of experience in monogram design 
and interna�onal trade spoke on 
Enterprise in Digital Art. In her 
presenta�on, she showed clips of her 
monogram design factory and spoke 
about the skills required to run a 
business and to be an entrepreneur. 
She encouraged the students to stay 
dedicated and to work hard to achieve 
their goals and dreams.

DR. JOKE FASHOLA an educa�on 
specialist was rapporteur at the 
summit.

About 20 students asked ques�ons 
and shared their experiences and gave 
various inputs and views at the 
educa�on summit. The students who 
expressed how important this summit 
was, suggested that it should hold in 
all Ins�tu�ons and Campuses in 
Nigeria. 

The par�cipants at the Educa�on 
Summit were given free t- shirts, face 
caps, wri�ng materials and free lunch 
and tea breaks. 

Over 800 students par�cipated in the 
educa�on summit and were awarded 
the Cer�ficate of Par�cipa�on and 
encouraged to fill the Educa�on 
Summit ques�oner that documented 
the views of type of educa�onal 
situa�ons experienced by each 
student and what is preferred from 
the students view point.

T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  s u m m i t 
recommended an Educa�onal Policy 
that can be implemented. Iden�fying  
job opportuni�es and poten�al Skills 
to  ge t  a n d  Ke e p  a  go o d  j o b , 
networking by joining  educa�onal 
clubs, available research grants for 
their research, bursary /scholarship 
awards opportuni�es, Na�onal and 
I n t e r n a � o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d 
Internships, Career, Counseling, 
Mentoring and  more Campus 
E d u c a � o n  s u m m i t s  . 
Recommenda�ons were made to 
State and Federal Government to the 
Private Sector to improve the 
Educa�on Sector in Nigeria

THE OUTCOME OF 
THE SOF EDUCATION SUMMIT 
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